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Theory and Practice of Community Support Agriculture

Hu Yitao*, Yu Degui’
(a. The Library; b. The Rural Development Institute, Nanjing Agricultural University , Nanjing 210095, China)

b

Abstract: Community support agriculture (CSA) is a new type of agricultural multifunctional integrated devel-
opment and urban multi-cultural heritage needs to be integrated into the practice mode. In recent years, this non
mainstream agricultural model in major and medium-sized cities in the country have emerged and developed rapid-
ly. Through the analysis of the practice in recent years, the paper explores the development trend of community
support agriculture and the future development direction. Community support agriculture as a non-mainstream mode
of agriculture, is the establishment of harmonious relationship between urban and rural, industry nurturing agricul-
ture, producers and consumers, it is a beneficial attempt, in line with the concept of health and ecological, suit-
able for family farm in China as well as small and medium scale agricultural enterprises operation. It is one of the
effective ways to solve the problem of food safety.

Key words: community support agriculture ; non-mainstream mode of agriculture ; industry nurturing agriculture
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Emergy Analysis and Sustainable Development of Agriculture Ecosystems
in Sichuan Province ; Analysis Based on the Five Different Economic Regions

Wang Xuxi'”, Peng Li', Su Chunjiang', Ma Yuxiang'*, Wang Xiaolan’
(1. Chengdu Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences ,
Chengdu 610041, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China; 3. College
of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Southwest University of Science and Technology, Mianyang 621010, China)

Abstract: In this paper, emergy theory was applied to the quantitatively assessment of the agriculture ecosys-
tems in five economic zones in Sichuan Province during 2000—2012. The results indicates that agricultural ecological
system output was growing in 2000—2012, but increase industrial output value mainly depended on a large number of
economic emergy input, caused the environmental carrying capacity and the sustainability of the system weakened
gradually. The development status of the agriculture ecosystems in Sichuan Province varied among regions. The sus-
tainability of agriculture ecosystems in Chengdu economic zone, Southern economic zone, Panxi economic zone and
Northwest economic zone were weak, while Northeast economic zone was full of vitality and development potential ,
and based on the analysis of the emergy, utilized the Cobb-Douglas production function to investigate the influence of
related production factors of agricultural ecosystem on output emergy. According to the elastic coefficients to the mod-
el, the output emergy of the agriculture ecosystems in five economic zones were affected differently, water resources
emergy investment is the biggest factor in Chengdu economic zone, Southern economic zone ,and the labor emergy in-
vestment is biggest factor in Northwest economic zone ,Panxi economic and Northeast economic zone.

Key words: agriculture ecosystem; emergy; sustainability; production function; Sichuan Province



